he following account of the infiltration of the Venezu- 
flan Association of Journalists by Communists was 
ritten by a student from that country who wishes to be 
pnnamed. 


| Venezuelan newspapers trigger the general strike 
gainst Dictator Perez Jimenez, overthrown two days 
fater, on January 23. 

) The Venezuelan Association of Journalists, AVP, 
nad been called for its 16 years of life “a professional 
fainbow above the clash of political passions on the 
Wenezuelan scene.” 


A new director takes over at the school of journalism 
bof the state university in Caracas: Hector Mujica, a 
member of the Communist Party and a journalist who, 
mprisoned and exiled by the dictator, worked on two 
editorial staffs besides foreign correspondence and radio 
itommentaries. 

| A few days later, the Venezuelan Association of Jour- 
jnalists sets up a political court. It is not a plenary meet- 
Ing. A vote of “repudiation” is upon dozens of members. 
\Leading journalists protest later against both the pro- 
edure and the names repudiated. For those absent, there 
lis only a reading of alleged charges —no hearing, no 
efense. The charge is that of collaborating with the 
Hictatorship “through the propagation of treacherous 
pseudo-theories.” Many non-Communists are ousted. 
Even a year and a half later, AVP executives were 


lssking for reconsideration of the cases “because of out- 
99 


Returns for the presidential election reveal the in- 
ierease of the Communist Party during its ten years 
nderground. Before the dictatorship, in 1947, Commu- 
ist Party votes amounted to 35,000; now, 138,900, 16 
per cent of the total returns. 


A group of Venezuelan journalists, disgusted with 
VP’s trends, leave the association on their own accord, 
‘in the wish to constitute a new organization so as to 
bring their good will to the work of the press.” They 
form an independent association called the National 
| rganization of Democratic Journalists, ONPD. 

| Father J. Hernandez-Chapellin, editor-in-charge of the 
atholic daily, La Religion, and one of the newspaper- 
men who had spent in jail the last days of the dictator- 
ship, is elected president of ONPD. Immediately, AVP 
condemns the “bud of divisionism” and makes the the- 
atrical announcement of expelling those who had already 
resigned. 


tn 


October 1959 


AVP holds its Third National Convention in the city 
of Maracaibo where a second Venezuelan school of 
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journalism is to be erected. Among 53 elected representa- 
tives from Caracas, 22 are Communist Party members. 

It happens at the convention. Three newspapermen 
submit a proposal: for AVP to ask from the government 
of Hungary the release of Hungarian journalist Tibor 
Dery, in prison since the 1956 revolt. Communist Party 
members present ask and obtain right away a majority 
vote against the proposal. 

It is acknowledged, at the convention, that during 
those very days, “Eighteen newspapers, magazines and 
radio commentators dissented and campaigned against 
the AVP convention.” In fact, these campaigners said: 
“AVP does not represent today the opinions and the will 
of Venezuelan journalists... This is not a convention of 
the journalists, but rather of some journalists.” 

When the new national board of directors is elected, 
Servando Garcia Ponce, Communist Party member, be- 
comes secretary general. President is Miss Ana L. 
Llovera, head of public relations in the Ministry of 
Industrial Development. 

Honored guests at the convention are: Herman Burk- 
hardt and Vladimir Tchakenko, the secretary and a 
representative of the International Organization of Jour- 
nalists with headquarters in Communist-occupied Prague. 


November 1959 


AVP, in Caracas, elects officers for the capital’s fed- 
eral district. Communist Party members are now the 
regional secretary general and the director of the House 
of the Journalists. 

At the school of journalism, two faculty members 
focus public criticism from the independent press. Di- 
rector Mujica is said to have silenced, under menace of 
severe sanctions, a violent incident between one of the 
Communist teachers, Garcia Ponce, and a student who 
had criticized AVP. 

Professor H. Cuenca, a few days later, gives a public 
address on university reforms. It becomes derogatory of 
the Venezuelan military institutions and a glamorous 
praise of Communist China. 


December 1959 


Tribuna Popular, weekly of the Venezuelan Com- 
munist Party, announces the purchase of printing equip- 
ment from the German Democratic Republic to become 
a daily newspaper starting March 1960. 

An invitation is received by the independent National 
Organization of Democratic Journalists to attend a com- 
ing inter-American conference of journalists to be held 
by mid-1960 in Panama. The conference is sponsored by 
the International Federation of Free Journalists and the 
American Newspaper Guild; they have invited the main 
associations of journalists all over the continent. 

Outside ONPD, no other Venezuelan association has 
been invited yet. 


Columbia, Missouri 
January 1960 
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